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The  note  is  delivered  V  Troynnovshy 
to  Uchida  of  January  4,  1933  about  the 
conclusion  of  tho  Soviet-Junaneso  Pact 
of  non-aggrenrion,  on  three  sheets. 
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The  government  of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  became 
acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  verbal  note  of  the  Japanese  Foreign 
Office  of  December  13  of  this  "oar  in  which  the  Japanese  Government  declined 
for  the  present  the  proposal  of  the  conclusion  of  the  Soviet-Japaneso  non - 
aggro 3s ion  pact,  made  on  December  31,  1931  in  Moscow  by  Litvinov,  People's 
Commissar  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Mr.  Yoshizava  who  ms  returning  to  his 
country  to  occupy  the  post  of  Foreign  Minister.  In  the  above  verbal  note 
is  recognized  the  eiristerce  of  the  opinion  in  Japan  to  the  effect  that 
"in  vior;  of  the  existence  of  different  problems  of  such  nature  as  may  lead 
to  differences  betvocn  tho  two  nations,  it  would  be  preferable  to  clear  up 
the  atmosphere  and  to  nrovido  for  tho  settlement  of  these  questions  by  means 
of  a  preliminary  conclusion  of  such  a  non-aggros sion  agreement."  This 
argument  reflects  the  similar  viev/point  of  the  Soviet  Government  and  it  was 
tho  point  of  departuro  in  its  proposal  of  tho  conclusion  of  the  non-aggression 
pact.  The  Soviet  Government  notes  with  satisfaction  that  this  opinion  is 
shared  by  the  Japanese  circles. 

Unfortunately,  wo  must  state,  that  tho  Japanose  Government  did  not 
find  it  possible  to  folio':  thi3  point  of  view  and  adhered  to  the  opposite 
opinion  cited  in  the  verbal  note  in  the  folioring  vein:  "first  of  all 
efforts  should  be  made  to  remove  the  cause  of  such  differences  prior  to  the 
consideration  of  problems  of  a  more  general  nature  such  as  the  conclusion  of 
a  non-aggression  agreement," 

The  consistent  development  of  thin  argument  vri.ll  inevitably  result  in 
the  comploto  negation  both  of  tho  idea  of  non-aggression  pacts  and  the  refusal 
of  all  nations  to  use  vwlt  as  an  instrument  of  settling  controversies,  tho 
latter  being  the  essential  element  of  the  Briand-Kcllogg  Pact.  The  Japanoso 
Government  evidently  believes  that  the  conclusion  of  non-aggression  agree¬ 
ments  is  pertinent  only  between  two  states  which  have  no  controversies. 

Under  tho  conditions  of  tho  present  economic  and  political  interdependence 
between  nations  such  state  of  affairs  is  hardly  existing,  nor  is  it  possible, 
especially  bctv.'een  two  states  which  arc  moro  or  loss  close  neighbors. 

Tho  solution  of  now  existing  disputes  docs  not  prevent  from  brooking 
out  now  ones  in  the  future,  particularly  if  tho  policy  of  the  state  develops 
along  the  lino  of  aggression  and  extension  of  its  sphere  of  influence. 

It  is  notev.'orthy  that  the  3tatos,  whothor  closo  neighbors  or  no 
neighbors  at  all  with  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics,  which  con¬ 
cluded  non-aggression  pacts  vrith  it,  ly  no  means  admitted  the  absonco  of  any 
mutual  claims  or  controversies.  Particularly,  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics  quite  recently  gave  its  consent  to  tho  conclusion  of  a  non- 
aggression  pact  vrith  a  neighboring  state,  vrith  which  it  has  a  disputable 
border  and  to  "hich  it  has  well  grounded  territorial  claims. 


PURL:  http  ://www.legal-tools.org/doc/5  8c  1 91/ 


Docunont  Ho.  2372 


Pago  3 


iTho  eubstanco  of  non-aggres3ion  oacts,  an  veil  as  the  oubstanco 
cllogg-Briand  Pact  lies  in  tho  principle  that  the  states  imrolvod, 
taking  into  consideration  the  existence  of  controversies  betreen  then  at 
presont,  or  the  possibility  of  no*/  controversies  in  the  future,  refuse  to 
scttlo  then  by  the  uno  of  force.  The  Soviet  Government  on  its  part  in 
no  nay  considers  tltat  bo t neon  tho  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics  and 
Jr.nan  thore  are  controversies  which  cannot  bo  settlod,  or  which  tho  Soviet 
Govommont  refutjos  to  settle  by  peaceful  means.  Tho  negation  of  this  would 
bo  contradictory  to  tho  Kellogg- -Briand  Pact,  to  t/hich  both  the  Union  of 
Soviot  Socialisn  Republics  and  Japan  -re  signatories.  Proposing  a  no.n- 
aggrossion  pact  v/ith  Japan,  tho  Soviet  Government  has  in  no  my  ignored  that 
international  ii.strui.iont,  but  meant  to  consolidate  it  by  moans  of  bilateral 
agrocmcnt  to  amplify  it  and  to  adapt  it  to  tho  peculiarities  of  tho  relations 
betv/eon  both  nations.  The  proposal  of  the  Soviot  Government  ms  not  called 
forth  by  the  considerations  of  tho  moment,  but  resulted  from  all  it3  peacoful 
policy,  cad  theroforc  continues  in  force  for  tho  future.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  permissible  to  doubt  that  tho  rofusal  of  one  party  to  conclude  tho 
non-aggressions  met  would  contribute  tc  tho  creation  of  a  favorable 
atmosphere  for  tiie  solution  of  all  controversies  and  the  settling  of  all 
misunderstanding!  . , , " 

Delivered  to  TroyanovsJ'y  by  Uchida  January  4,  1933. 

Tho  Copy  is  correct:  Diroctor  of  tho  State  Central  Record 
office  of  tho  U.S.S.R. 

Professor  Maksakov, 


May  21,  1946 

CERTIFICATE  OF  TRANSLATION  OF  TIE  ABOVE  DOCUMENT: 

I,  Kaplan,  B.A.,  heroby  certify  that  I  am  thoroughly  conversant 
v/ith  the  Russian  and  English  languages:  and  the  abovo  is  a  correct  and 
true  translation  of  tho  indicatod  Document: 

Signature:  V,  KAPLAN _ _ 
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I,  Lt.  Colonel  TARANEKK3  G.  I. _ ,  r  nc.nbcr 

of  the  military  forces  of  the  U.S.S.R.,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  text  of  tve  note  Is  delivered  by  TROY/'hOVSKY  to 

JPJWHL  .44.1231  fJbTJJL  the  conclusion  of  tvc  Sovlct- 

Jpprnese  Fret  of  pc Yi-pr.p.etsz  Ion,  on  1  sheets _ 

was  delivered  to  ne  by  the  Centre  1  State  Historical  Records 

Office  of  the-  USSR _ on  or  -bout _ ray  27 _ ,  194-6,  and 

that  the  original  of  the.  sr. id  document  i  ay  be  found  in 

the_  Central .  Historical  Records  Off  fop  of  the  USSR _ 

I  do  further  certify _ 

Lt,  Col,  TAR/.NLNKO  /s/ 
TSignaturc  and "rank*) 

Tokyo,  Japan 
-  July  2 _ ,  1946 
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